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Fake News / 2017 Edition 
“A healthy news diet consists of multiple sources of information” (guides.library.cornell.edu) 

 "The ideal goals of journalism is to challenge, inform and hold accountable. NOT to pander, enrage or exacerbate. (PBS, Idea Channel) 

Instructions: Do some research and answer the following questions in your own words using complete 

sentences.   

1. What is “Fake News”? 

 

 

2. How can you tell real news from fake news? 

 

 

3. Why might Fake News be a problem in a society?  

 

 

4. What is the most common source for most of your news? (Examples: Internet / computers, TV, radio, 

newspapers, social media, magazine, etc.) 

 

 

5. What responsibility do you have to be an “aware” consumer of information? 

 

 

 

6. What are three simple steps can you take to make sure your news information is accurate? 

 

 

 

7. Make a list of news sources which you believe are generally are more reliable and balanced.  

 



The Task 

Find two news stories – make them related in some way to the Eastern 

Hemisphere if you can.  (The stranger the better) 

 

 One seemingly plausible news story that you know is actually fake and prove it. 

Write the Headline Here: 

What is the Source? 

1. Why might some people believe this story to be true? 

 

 

2. What evidence do you have that proves that it is in fact Fake News? 

 

 

3. Who might have something to gain by publishing this fake news story?  

 

 

 

 One really crazy news story that you know is actually real and prove it.  

Write the Headline Here: 

What is the Source? 

1. What other reliable news agencies are covering this story? 

 

 

2. What evidence do you have that it is in-fact a true story? 

 

 

 

3. What sets this story apart from the other one that you know is not true? 

 

 

 

Please attach a copy of the articles or provide the URL or other Source here 



Tips for checking the story / “Facts” 
 

 

 

 First of all - watch out for anything that says “Sponsored” it is just 

a disguised advertisement for something. 

 Be wary of headlines that grab you and make you feel some type 

of emotion. 

 Check to see if the story checks out and is being reported in 

several other places. 

 Be cognoscente of biased or slanted media sources that may lean 

far to the left or right. 

 Be cautious about just skipping over information that you don’t 

agree with. 

 

 



Some Vocabulary 

Sponsored 
Blog 
Fake News 
Satire 
Extreme Bias 
Sources 
Vetting  
Neutral 
Opinion 
Alarmist  
Algorithms 
News Aggregator 

Conspiracy Theory 
Rumor Mill 
State News 
Junk Science 
Hate News 
Clickbait 
Gas-lighting 
Propaganda 
News 
Fear 
Lobbyist  

 

 

 

List of Suppliers of Information from just One Day of Yahoo Headlines.  

Which should I trust? 

ARS Technica 
Business Insider 
Defense Update.com 
Digital Trends 
Fox News 
New York Post 
People 
Reuters 
The Motley Fool 
The National Interest 
The Verge 
USA Today 

ABC News 
BGR News 
Bloomberg 
CNBC 
CNET 
CNN 
Good Morning 
America 
Huffington Post 
Los Angeles Times 
Market Watch 
The Telegraph 
 

AFP 
Associated Press 
Entertainment 
Weekly 
Hello Giggles 
List Verse 
Mercury News.com 
Pop Sugar 
The Cheat Sheet 
The Federalist 
Vox.com 
Yahoo Beauty and 
Style 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



My Sources 

The Verge.com 

PBS News Hour Extra / Lesson Plan: How to teach your students about fake news 

www.thenewsliteracyproject.org 

ADL: Anti-Defamation League - Fake news and what we can do about it 

AP - Survey: Young adults do consume news, in their own way 

Business Insider: Teens are getting almost all of their news from Snapchat and Twitter these days 

PEW Research Center: Journalism and Media 

guides.library.cornell.edu 

https://www.facinghistory.org/calendar/web2017nat7-student-summit-viral-rumors-and-fact-checking 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/religionprof/2016/12/whats-your-source.html 

https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2016/12/teen-vogue-politics/510374/ 

https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/03/15/learning/lesson-plans/25-mini-films-for-exploring-race-bias-

and-identity-with-students.html?smid=fb-share&referer=http://m.facebook.com/ 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/how-does-your-favorite-news-source-rate-on-the-truthiness-scale-

consult-this-chart-2016-12-15 

https://qph.ec.quoracdn.net/main-qimg-dd12aa229fbf79c727c461733195d3b3 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-36528256 

http://www.wou.edu/~scharnt/how-to-spot-fake-news.jpg 

https://www.pinterest.com/sljournal/news-literacy/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xf8mjbVRqao&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5ON3u5rrmI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCsp31lSQ2A 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrqBeNgLgEc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSi6YoTPWLw 
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